Chapter 5 
Tareekh-e-Kaar (Methodology) 


Importance of Methodology: 


In any movement, after its objective and purpose, all importance is given to its methodology. If this objective 
is not in accordance with the methodology, then its path will certainly be lost. It may appear as though it is 
moving forward but it will be certainly on a path that may lead it to an unknown destination like Turkistan 
instead of Kaa’ba. This is the reason why people always look into the methodology of a movement before 
forming an opinion about it. They will never accept its objectives as real until and unless its methodology is in 
agreement with it. Therefore it is an acknowledged need for the Tahreek to frame its methodology based on its 
objective. Let us find out how good the Tahreek-e-Islami has taken care of this requirement, what is its 
methodology and how far it is compatible with the objective? 


Foundation of Methodology — Book & Sunnah: 


While framing its methodology, the Tahreek has given decisive and utmost importance only to two things, 
ie., the Rulings of Holy Quraan and the Sunnah of Rasool (SAS) & examples of other Prophets. It will be 
correct to say that obedience and adherence to these two aspects is all its methodology, the rest is secondary. 


The constitution of Jamaat-e-Islami Hind: 


Article 5: For the attainment of its objective the methodology of the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind shall be as 
follows: 


i. The Quraan and the Sunnah shall form the basis of all the Jamaat’s activities. All other things 
shall be Kept in view secondarily, and only to the extent to which these could be accommodated 
in accordance with the Quraan and the Sunnah. 


These wordings, in their definition are clearer than glass and after mentioning ‘Quraan & Sunnah shall form 
the basis’ further clarification seems needles. Nothing else can be included in its methodology that has no 
basis from the Quraan & Sunnah irrespective of its popularity. Under all circumstances it will only follow the 
path shown by the Book & Sunnah or those aspects that do not contradict the Quraan & Sunnah. The reason is 
quite clear and simple, when this Tahreek is an Islamic Tahreek and its objective is based on the Quraan & 
Sunnah, both logically and intellectually, its methodology has to be derived from Quraan & Sunnah alone. 
Islam is just another name for Kitaab & Sunnah; hence, any methodology adopted for the Islamic purpose 
cannot be framed in contradiction to Islam, especially if the purpose is not the service of just a few aspects of 
Islam, but the establishment of Islam as a whole. 


The Book of Allah is itself a book of Tahreek and its step by step revelation was based on the basis of its 
practical requirements. Hence, nothing can match its methodology and no methodology can be better than its 
methodology. It is also true for the examples found in Prophets of Allah. Therefore, to know the methodology 
of Tahreek-e-Islami, it is essential and enough to know the methods of these true Da’ees. Hence, the 
methodology of Tahreek-e-Islami is pre-determined and there is no need to re-frame or re-determine it. 


It appears as if it is a stagnant and obsolete ideology, in fact it is not so. Beyond doubt it would have been 
certainly true for any other movement. But tahreek-e-Islami cannot be compared with other movements. For 
them, thousands of years old ways and means can be stagnation and certain death, but for the Islamic 
Movements their classic nature is the source of life and motion because, their objective, their interests and 
everything else requires that they must be in accordance with the methodology of the Prophets. Only this 
methodology can keep them in motion and lead them towards their goal. Therefore, the success of Tahreek-e- 
Islami is also dependent on that same methodology and it is essential to abide by it under all circumstances. 


Adherence to Morals & Honesty: 


After the first basic principal, the second basic principle in the methodology of Tahreek is adherence to 
morals and honesty and it has been explicitly explained in the constitution as follows; 


ii. In all its actions the Jamaat shall be bound by moral limits and shall never adopt such means or 
ways which are against truth and honesty or through which may come about communal hatred, 
class struggle and Fasaad fil arz*. 


(* Fasaad fil arz signifies social chaos, discord, anarchy, corruption and mischief in the land.) 


This restriction is necessary because it has been exclusively reminded in the Book and Sunnah; also, it is a 
requirement of the very nature of Dawah. It is its only weapon that Tahreek can use to fight and succeed in its 
vast battle grounds because the forces it deals with are well equipped with wealth, popularity, publication and 
news media etc., and all it can dependent on its moral strength. If it deprives itself of this only strength, then 
how can it compete with its opponent forces? Let alone competing, under such conditions to call it an Islamic 
Movement is nothing but degrading Islam. It is an Islamic Movement only because its purpose is to spread 
truth and honesty. If it cannot hold on to this principle, then it can be any movement but not an Islamic 
Movement and it will negate not only its claim but its very existence. 


After the above explanation it is clear that the restrictions of abiding by the moral demands and policy of 
honesty is not for any political gain or a short-term strategy but it as an essential demand of Deen and a 
lifeline of the very existence of Tahreek. Therefore, there is no chance of deferring it to some other time. 


Constructive and Peaceful Approach: 


The third point in the methodology of Tahreek is that all its activities shall be purely peaceful and 
constructive. It will keep itself away from all destructive and violent methods. A very clear message from its 
constitution is; 


iii For the achievement of its Objective the Jamaat shall adopt constructive and 
peaceful methods; that is, it shall reform the mental outlook, character and conduct through propagation (of Islam), instruction and 
dissemination of Islamic ideas, and thus shall train public opinion in order to bring about the desired righteous revolution in the social life of the 


country. 


The reason behind this policy and its need is also very clear and anyone who can understand any Islamic 
Tahreek well cannot be ignorant of the fact that peaceful and constructive approach is its basic necessity. 
Without this approach, the path to success will never open because it opens only through willingness of the 


hearts and not by forceful subjugation of bodies. Clearly it is the peaceful and constructive approach that can 
win over the hearts, therefore a peaceful atmosphere is a must for its struggle. Now, if the Tahreek itself does 
not adopt this approach and take up the path of destruction and violence, then it implies that it is spreading 
poison and sowing thorns in its path by its own hands. Therefore it is essential for Tahreek-e-Islami to adopt 
constructive and peaceful means in all its activities. 


Beyond doubt, it is also a fact that some of the Prophetic Messages had to fight with the enemies of 
Deen at a certain juncture and the Message of Prophet Mohammed SAS has also passed through this 
stage. It certainly means that, in spite of adopting constructive and peaceful means, the Tahreek-e- 
Islami may pass through this stage of war and fight. However, it is essential to note that passing 
through this stage is not a must and a necessity under all circumstances. Instead, it is dependent totally 
on certain specific conditions and with certain laid out principles. This specific condition is applicable 
only when the opposition forces deny the Movement of its right to do its job and start using violence 
and aggression against it. Similarly, one of the laid down conditions is when the Da’ee group has 
fulfilled the obligation of Dawah to its countrymen or due to extreme conditions has migrated to 
another place. 


Keeping in view just these two conditions, the position of Tahreek-e-Islami becomes clear that from 
beginning to end its method of struggle will be peaceful and it will not confront a situation of war because it is 
operating in a country whose constitution has given a right to each of its citizen to propagate, publicize and 
institute his belief and creed to a reasonable level. Hence, the situation of migration, war and jihad is out of 
discussion and in the beginning itself it was clarified after explaining the different stages of Dawat-e-Deen 
that its first stage is of Dawat and Tableegh (Call and propagation) second stage is of Hijrat (Migration) and 
third stage is of Jihad (fight). 


This aspect was further clarified as follows; 


“It is not essential for every Dawat to pass through all these three stages in order to achieve success. 
Normally it has to pass through these three stages. Otherwise, in this age of democracy it is highly likely 
that the first stage itself may take the Dawat to success.” (Daawat-e-Deen, Page 274). 


Abstaining from Communal hatred and class struggle; 


The fourth aspect is similar to the fact that there is no place for violence and destructive methods in the 
methodology of Tahreek, there is also no place for those things that gives rise to communal hatred or class 
struggle. The constitution of Tahreek is very clear about it; 


ii. ‘In all its actions the Jamaat shall be bound by moral limits and shall never adopt such means or 
ways which are against truth and honesty or through which may come about communal hatred, 
class struggle and Fasaad fil arz*. 


(* Fasaad fil arz signifies social chaos, discord, anarchy, corruption and mischief in the land.) 
The need and necessity of this is also the same as explained above. It is neither to the disposition of Tahreek 


nor to its benefit to created communal hatred amongst its countrymen. To create dispute of language, zonal 
bias or class struggle or create mischief in society are a lifeline of several movements in the world today. 


However, it has to be reminded again that an Islamic Movement is different from any other movement in its 
purpose, in its policy, in its standards and in its disposition. It is totally wrong to compare it with other 
movements at least in its fundamentals and basics. There are so many things that can be a source of survival to 
them but to an Islamic Movement they are nothing but deadly poison. Similarly, communal hatred and other 
destructive approaches may be useful and productive to other movements but for this Movement they are no 
less than a hindrance and a barrier. Imagine what purpose it will serve by spreading hatred and enmity among 
the servants of Allah, if it is trying to bring them to the true path. Under such mental and emotional stress will 
the non-Muslims ever be willing to lend an ear to its call? Let alone non-Muslims, the Muslims themselves 
will start thinking that this is nothing but a nationalistic movement and adherence to the Deen and the Dawah 
of Islam and its Iqamat are nothing but hallow slogans. 


If this will be the outcome, then beyond doubt Tahreek-e-Islami can not even think of communal hatred, 
language barriers and other class struggles. If it goes in this direction then it simply means that it wants to 
destroy itself. 


Reliance on Propagation and reminders: 


The last rule in its methodology is that the tahreek shall totally rely upon effective propagation of its message 
and objective and explanation of its policies and ideologies. In all its activities it will rely completely on 
Hikmat, Mauizat-e-Hasna and Jadal-e-Ahsan. It will penetrate the hearts and minds of people through 
awareness and understanding. After reforming and decorating their moral characters it will make them its 
companions. 


Have another look at the third point of its constitution: 


iii. | For the achievement of its Objective the Jamaat shall adopt constructive and peaceful methods; that is, 
it shall reform the mental outlook, character and conduct through propagation (of Islam), 
instruction and dissemination of Islamic ideas, and thus shall train _ public opinion in order to bring 
about the desired righteous revolution in the social life of the country. 


This is a logical outcome of the points mentioned above concerning the methodology. When the Tahreek is 
bound by moral limits under all conditions, when character and honesty are its basic necessity, when it has a 
natural urge for peaceful atmosphere, when only a constructive approach can move it forward, then, 
practically it can be easily deduced that the path that can lead this Tahreek to its desired destination is the path 
of propagation through wisdom and effective understanding. All other roads are closed for this Tahreek. 


